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What Is the Campaign for Nature?
The Campaign for Nature is a global effort to raise awareness of the threats facing our natural world and to inspire world 
leaders to take action to protect it. Launched in October 2018, the Campaign for Nature represents a growing coalition 
of nearly 100 conservation organizations and advocates including the Wyss Foundation and the National Geographic 
Society, who are calling on policy makers to commit to a Global Deal for Nature — to be signed at the 15th meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity in Kunming, China, in 2020 — that protects 30 percent 
of the planet by 2030.

Our Survival Depends on Nature
The air we breathe, the water we drink, and the food we eat are all generated by nature. Nature is essential to our well 
being. It takes a village of species—large and small—to keep humanity alive. That village, is biodiversity. However, 
nature around the world is in a state of crisis, threatened by habitat loss, pollution, overexploitation, invasive species, 
and climate change.

Science Shows Nature Under Immense Threat
Numerous scientific studies have highlighted the daunting threats facing global wildlife populations and the natural world. 
In 2018, a report showed that 60 percent of the world’s wildlife has been lost since 1970.1 This spring, a major report from 
150 of leading scientists from around the world showed that the crisis facing wildlife and nature is even worse than previ-
ously understood.2 Up to a million species are threatened with extinction, many within decades, and the threats posed to 
people from the destruction of nature are just as serious as those posed by climate change.

There is Still Time to Act
The challenge is sizeable, but the good news is we can still act. Close to half of the planet is still in its natural or semi-
natural state. We know if left alone, nature can heal itself to restore our natural safety net. Right now, only 15 percent of the 
Earth’s land and 7 percent of our ocean are protected.3 We need transformative change and all of us have a role to play. 
Individuals, groups, governments, and businesses are stepping forward and joining together to call for a Global Deal for 
Nature. The Global Deal for Nature calls for us to protect 30 percent of the Earth’s land and of its ocean by 2030 and 50 
percent by 2050. The deal can be approved when the 15th meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on 
Biological Diversity convenes in China in 2020. More than 190 nations are working to negotiate the details of a Global Deal 
for Nature.



Three Essential Components of a Global Deal for Nature
A growing coalition of scientists, indigenous groups, philanthropists, and nongovernmental organizations are encouraging 
countries to develop a deal that includes three key components: 

1. a commitment to protecting at least 30 percent of the planet’s lands and waters by 2030; 
2. an increased focus on supporting indigenous peoples and promoting indigenous led conservation; and 
3. dramatically increasing financial resources to manage protected areas. 

Why 30%?
Science has informed us that we must protect half the Earth in a natural state, with 30 percent highly protected by 2030 
to stave off this crisis, and conserve at least another 20 percent of the planet as climate stabilization areas to keep global 
warming below 1.5°. Today, only 15 percent of land and 7 percent of the ocean are protected globally, but individual 
countries have helped demonstrate that more ambitious targets are possible to meet. 

Ninety countries have protected more than 17 percent of their land (the current global target), 27 have already protected 
more than 30 percent, and a few—including Namibia, Bhutan, and Venezuela—are close to or have even exceeded 
protecting half of their land.  Marine protections have  jumped from 0.7 percent of the total ocean in 2000 to about
7 percent today—a near 10-fold increase. 

Indigenous Rights and Leadership in Conservation
Indigenous-led conservation must play a central role in a global deal for nature. Indigenous peoples have been successful 
stewards of their land, living in harmony with nature for generations. A significant amount of the world’s biodiversity is 
found in areas that indigenous peoples steward, including some 37 percent of the world’s unprotected land that is still 
in a highly natural state. Any new global deal will only be successful if the rights, knowledge systems and practices of 
indigenous peoples are fully acknowledged and included. 

Economic Case for the Global Deal for Nature
The economic value of ecosystems benefits to people far exceeds the funds needed to protect natural systems. 
The total value of nature’s benefits is estimated to be roughly $125 trillion per year.4  Insect populations, which are 
imperative for pollination, have crashed. Pollinator loss has put up to $577 billion of crop output at risk, while land 
degradation has reduced the productivity of 23 percent of global land.5 To fully achieve any global deal for nature, there 
must be significantly more financial resources committed to conservation. Philanthropists (like Hansjorg Wyss, who 
committed $1 billion to protect nature) and the private sector have a role to play. National governments —particularly 
developed nations—also need to show leadership in significantly increasing the amount of money they contribute to 
protecting nature, both within their own borders and in biologically important regions around the world.

Learn more about our vision to protect 30% of the planet by 2030 at 
campaignfornature.org.
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